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any demonstrable change in her social life, but to have
resolved itself merely into a plea for better equipment
for her domestic duties. Yet even this was something
gained; and if all the husbands of Athens were as con-
scientious as Ischomachus in training their wives for the
duties of home, and gave them the companionship which
such an education involved, there must have been marked
improvement in the social status of woman.

Perhaps it was impossible for women to be accorded
greater liberty of action while the ancient conception of
the city-state obtained. Woman's harmonious develop-
ment regularly keeps pace with her freedom, and the
intellectual possibilities of the sex are only limited by
the opportunities afforded. The men who were responsi-
ble for the system could hurl their shafts of satire at the
uncultivated women confined to their apartments and their
domestic cares; but whenever the least liberty of action
was granted those women, they proved themselves fully
equal to the men in intellectual capacity, and the Greek
woman always exceeded her brothers in moral sublimity
and unselfishness. The root of the evil was the system
of government. Soon Philip and Alexander were to put
an end with their legions to the exclusiveness of the city-
state, and the Greek woman of the Hellenistic period was
destined to enjoy greater freedom and greater influence.